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(57) ABSTRACT

A signal transmitter contains at least one first luminous ele-
ment, at least one second luminous element and an interface
for connecting the signal transmitter to a signal box. A drive
device is connected between the interface and the at least two
luminous elements and the drive device is configured in such
a way that, in the case of a switch-on signal coming from the
signal box for the second luminous element, the drive device
controls the activation of the luminous element depending on
the signaling state of the first luminous element.
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1
SIGNAL TRANSMITTER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field Of The Invention

The invention relates to a signal transmitter comprising at
least one first luminous element and at least one second lumi-
nous element and an interface for connecting the signal trans-
mitter to a signal box. The signal box can be a railway signal
box but can also be any other facility which enables a signal
transmitter to be set or adapted.

Signal transmitters of the described type are used in par-
ticular in the field of railway technology. With railway tech-
nology, signal aspects with varying order ratings are gener-
ally assigned to the luminous elements. If one signal aspect is
of higher order than another signal aspect, this means that it
indicates an unsafe operating state. A signal aspect “proceed”
is thus of higher order than a signal aspect “stop”, because a
stop signal leads to the railway vehicle or vehicles stopping
and thus an accident is less probable than with a “proceed”
signal.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object underlying the invention is to specify a signal
transmitter, which allows for a particularly reliable switcho-
ver of the signaling of the signal transmitter.

This object is achieved according to the invention by a
signal transmitter having the features according to the main
claim. Advantageous embodiments of the inventive signal
transmitter are specified in the sub claims.

Provision is then made in accordance with the invention to
connect a drive device between the interface and the at least
two luminous elements, and the drive device is embodied
such that in the event of a switch-on signal coming from the
signal box for the second luminous element, it controls acti-
vation of this luminous element as a function of the signaling
state of the first luminous element.

One significant advantage of the inventive signal transmit-
ter is that the signal transmitter can autonomously decide on
the actuation of the luminous elements and can implement a
switchover process as a function of order ratings and signal-
ing states, because the drive device is connected between the
interface of the signal transmitter and the at least two lumi-
nous elements. This is to be clarified with the aid of an
example. If for instance a low-order signal aspect and a con-
versely higher-order signal aspect are assigned to the first and
the second luminous elements respectively, in accordance
with the invention the switching-on of the higher-order signal
aspect would be dependent on the signaling state of the low-
order signal aspect. If control commands originate from the
signal box for instance in order to switch on both signal
aspects, the signal transmitter can autonomously interrupt the
activation of the higher-order signal aspect, for instance pro-
vided the signal box has switched off the switch-on signal of
the low-order signal aspect and only a control signal for
switching on the higher-order signal aspect is still present on
the signal box side. In this example, therefore, a double sig-
naling of two signal aspects can be prevented and reliability
increased, because a misinterpretation of the signal aspect by
an observer can be prevented. Nevertheless, the functional
efficiency of both luminous elements and/or both signal
aspects can be reported to the signal box from the drive
device, since in accordance with the invention this is con-
nected between the interface of the signal transmitter and the
two luminous elements and a separation thus exists between
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the luminous elements and the interface. The drive device can
therefore report something else to the signal box than is
actually indicated by the luminous elements, this not being
possible with signal transmitters in which the signal box has
a direct effect on the luminous elements.

A further significant advantage consists in the luminous
color of the two luminous elements possibly being different in
the inventive signal transmitter because a double signaling
and/or a simultaneous signaling of two colors and a mixed
color formation can be prevented on account of the signaling-
state-dependent mode of operation of the signal transmitter.
Multi-colored signal transmitters can thus also be connected
to signal boxes, whereby, in the event of switchover pro-
cesses, two signal aspects (or the corresponding luminous
elements) are activated as standard for a transition time by
switching on an operating voltage on the signal box side. An
acknowledgement to the signal box such that both signal
aspects can be activated can consequently take place by
means of the interposed drive device, although only one sig-
nal color actually illuminates. The inventive signal transmit-
ter can therefore, without modification, also be connected to
signal boxes with temporary double signaling.

With a particularly preferred embodiment of the signal
transmitter, provision is made for a first signal aspect and a
second signal aspect to be assigned to the first luminous
element and the second luminous element respectively,
wherein the second signal aspect is of higher order than the
first signal aspect.

The prioritization of the signal aspects performed by the
drive device of the signal transmitter is preferably encoded
using hardware, for instance by a corresponding electrical
‘wiring’ (connection-programmed controller’, e.g. by logical
circuits (logical gates) which are connected correspondingly
to one another). Alternatively, the prioritization can be
defined by a corresponding programming of a programmable
controller (SPS), which includes a programmable processor
for instance. In the latter case, the prioritization is preferably
stored in the form of a parameter set, for instance in the form
of a priority table, in the memory of the programmable con-
troller.

The drive device can therefore include a wire-programmed
controller and/or a programmable controller (SPS) in order to
be able to execute the described functions. The prioritization
or mode of operation of the drive device is in this way pref-
erably a captive ‘component’ or a captive property of the
signal transmitter.

The luminous color of the two luminous elements is pref-
erably different, but can however also be identical.

The drive device is preferably embodied such that in the
event of a switch-on signal coming from the signal box for the
second luminous element, when the first luminous element is
already switched on, it leaves the first luminous element
switched on and the second luminous element switched off
and generates an acknowledgement (e.g. in the form of
acknowledgement signals) on the interface, which indicates
the operation (and/or operational readiness) of both luminous
elements to the signal box, although the second luminous
element is still switched off.

In respect of a switchover in another direction, in other
words from a higher-order signal aspect to a low-order signal
aspect or with a switchover from the second luminous ele-
ment to the first luminous element, the drive device will
preferably perform the switchover directly and switch off the
second luminous element and switch on the first luminous
element. Such a procedure ensures that the safe signal aspect
is immediately realized, if a request is made on the signal box
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side, independently of the control signals on the signal box
side for switching on the second luminous element.

The drive device particularly preferably includes a lamp
control module and an acknowledgement module connected
to the lamp control module, wherein the lamp control module
is embodied such that in the event of a switch-on signal
coming from the signal box for the second luminous element,
when the first luminous element is already switched on, it
leaves the first luminous element switched on and the second
luminous element switched off, and wherein the acknowl-
edgement module is embodied such that it generates an
acknowledgement to the interface in this case, which indi-
cates the operation and/or operational readiness of both lumi-
nous elements to the signal box, although the second lumi-
nous element (with a switched-on first luminous element) is
still switched off.

The drive device is preferably embodied such that it only
switches on the second luminous element if it receives a
signal for switching off the first luminous element from the
signal box.

Furthermore, it is considered to be advantageous if the
drive device is embodied such that in the event of the pres-
ence, for longer than a predetermined period of time, of
control signals on the signal box side for switching on both
luminous elements, it generates an error signal for the signal
box (on the interface).

The drive device will preferably generate the error signal
on the control line on the signal box side (subsequently also
abbreviated to signal box line) for the luminous element
assigned to the second signal aspect.

It is also considered to be advantageous if the signal trans-
mitter has at least one further luminous element for indicating
a signal aspect, the quality rating of which lies between that of
the second signal aspect and that of the first signal aspect, and
the drive device is embodied such that in the event of the
presence of switch-on signals on the signal box side for three
ormore luminous elements, it generates an error signal for the
signal box on the interface.

In the latter case, the drive device will generate an error
signal preferably on all control lines (signal box lines) on the
signal box side, on which switch-on signals are present on the
signal box side, with the exception of the control line on the
signal box side for the luminous element which is assigned to
the lowest-order signal aspect.

In the event of the presence of switch-on signals (control
signals for switching on) on the signal box side for three or
more luminous elements, the drive device will preferably
only activate the luminous element which is assigned to the
lowest-order signal aspect.

Furthermore, it is considered to be advantageous if the
signal transmitter allows for daytime and nighttime signaling
and the drive device generates an error signal if, at the same
time, a signaling exists for daytime and nighttime operation.

The invention also relates to a railway system with a signal
transmitter, as described above, and a railway signal box
connected to the signal transmitter.

The invention also relates to a method for operating a signal
transmitter having at least two luminous elements and an
interface which is connected to a signal box. Provision is
made in accordance with the invention for a drive device
connected between the interface and the atleast two luminous
elements, in the event of a control signal coming from the
signal box for switching on the luminous element assigned to
the second signal aspect, to control activation of this luminous
element as a function of the respective signaling state of the
first luminous element.
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In respect of the advantages of the inventive method, ref-
erence is made to the afore-cited advantages of the inventive
signal transmitter, since the advantages of the inventive signal
transmitter substantially correspond to those of the inventive
method.

The invention is described in more detail below with the aid
of exemplary embodiments, in which, by way of example

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary embodiment of a signal trans-
mitter with two luminous elements,

FIG. 2 shows the mode of operation of the signal transmit-
ter according to FIG. 1 in the error-free case,

FIG. 3 shows the mode of operation of the signal transmit-
ter according to FIG. 1 in the event of an excessively long
double signaling,

FIG. 4 shows the mode of operation of the signal transmit-
ter according to FIG. 1 in the event of a switchover from
daytime to nighttime operation,

FIG. 5 shows an exemplary embodiment of a signal trans-
mitter with three luminous elements,

FIG. 6 shows the mode of operation of the signal transmit-
ter according to FIG. 5 in the event of a triple signaling and

FIG. 7 shows an exemplary embodiment of a signal trans-
mitter with an acknowledgement module including a switch.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

For the sake of clarity, the same reference characters are
always used in the figures for identical or comparable com-
ponents.

FIG. 1 shows an arrangement with a signal transmitter 10,
which is connected to signal box lines L1 and .2 by way of an
interface 11. The interface 11 of the signal transmitter 10 and
thus the signal transmitter is connected to a signal box 20 by
way of these two signal box lines.

The signal transmitter 10 includes a luminous arrangement
LA, which is equipped with a first (for instance red) luminous
element LEU1 and a second (for instance green) luminous
element LEU2. A first signal aspect, which is to be indicated
by the first luminous element (LEU1), is assigned to the first
luminous element LEU1. With this and also with the further
exemplary embodiments, it is assumed by way of example
that the first signal aspect is only to be indicated by a single
first luminous element LEU1. A plurality of further (“first™)
luminous elements, which are actuated in parallel or together
with the first luminous element LEU1 and together herewith
indicate the first signal aspect, can naturally be assigned to the
first signal aspect.

A second signal aspect is assigned to the second luminous
element LEU2; the second luminous element LEU2 is there-
fore determined so as to indicate this second signal aspect by
means of illumination. With this and also with the further
exemplary embodiments, it is assumed by way of example
that the second signal aspect is only to be indicated by a single
second luminous element LEU2. A plurality of further (“sec-
ond”) luminous elements can naturally be assigned to the
second signal aspect, which are actuated in parallel or
together with the second luminous element LEU2 and
together herewith indicate the second signal aspect.

Itis then assumed by way of example that the second signal
aspect, which is to be indicated by the second luminous
element LEU2, is of higher order than the first signal aspect,
which is indicated by the first luminous element LEU1. A
higher-order signal aspect is understood here to mean a signal
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aspect which indicates an un safer signal state than a contrast-
ingly lower-order signal aspect. If there is therefore uncer-
tainty as to whether an even higher-order or a lower-order
signal aspect is to be indicated, the arrangement shown in
FIG. 1 will always aim to indicate the lower-order signal
aspect since this indicates the un safer state. The priority of
the first signal aspect is thus higher than the priority of the
second signal aspect, since the first signal aspect is of lower
order than the second signal aspect.

The first (low-order) signal aspect can be the signal aspect
(“stop”) for instance, which is indicated by the first luminous
element LEU1 with a red light. The second (higher-order)
signal aspect can be the signal aspect (“proceed”) for
instance, which is indicated by the second luminous element
LEU2 with a green light.

It is apparent in FIG. 1 that the luminous arrangement LA
is not directly connected to the interface 11 of the signal
transmitter 10. Instead, the luminous arrangement LA is sepa-
rated from the interface 11 by means of a drive device 12,
which includes a lamp control module 120 and an acknowl-
edgement module 121 for instance.

The lamp control module 120 is connected to the interface
11 and thus to the two signal box lines [.1 and [.2 so that it can
receive control signals ST1 and/or ST2 from the signal box 20
by way of the signal box lines. The lamp control module 120
has the task of evaluating the control signals transmitted by
way of the signal box lines .1 and .2 and actuating the two
luminous elements LEU1 and LEU2 by way of the lamp
control lines LS1 and L.S2. The luminous elements are actu-
ated here as a function of the respective signaling state which
the luminous arrangement LA assumes. The mode of opera-
tion of the lamp control module 120 is explained in more
detail below.

The acknowledgement module 121 is connected to the
lamp control module 120 and is actuated hereby by way of
one or more control lines, of which only one is shown in FIG.
1 for the sake of clarity and is identified with the reference
character LO.

The acknowledgement module 121 has the task of gener-
ating acknowledgement signals SR1 and SR2 and transmit-
ting these via the signal box lines .1 and L2 to the signal box
20. The signal box 20 receives an acknowledgement message
about the respective state of the signal transmitter 10 by way
of the acknowledgement signals SR1 and SR2, wherein the
state signaled by the signal transmitter 10 and/or by the
acknowledgement module 121 to the signal box 20 need not
necessarily correspond to the luminous state of the luminous
arrangement LA, as explained in more detail below.

FIG. 2 shows by way of example the mode of operation of
the signal transmitter 10 and the acknowledgement signals
sent back to the signal box 20 by the signal transmitter 10, if
a switchover from the first luminous element LEU1 to the
second luminous element LEU2 takes place in an error free
manner.

An upper section “a)” in FIG. 2 shows how control signals
are transmitted by way of the signal box lines .1 and .2 from
the signal box 20. Attime instant t0, the signal box thus begins
to transmit a control signal with the control command
“Prio_1_Day” to the signal transmitter 20 by way of the
signal box line 1. No control command is transmitted at this
time instant by way of the signal box line [.2.

Section “b)” in FIG. 2 shows how the drive device of the
signal transmitter 10 actuates the luminous arrangement LAQ
such that according to the control command “Prio_1_Day”
the first luminous element LEU1 illuminates. The first signal
aspect is indicated with the luminous element LEU1.
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At a subsequent time instant t1, the signal box additionally
transmits a control signal with the control command
“Prio_2_Day” on the signal box line .2, with which the
second luminous element LEU2 ofthe luminous arrangement
LA is to be activated. From time instant t1 to time instant t2,
two control commands “Prio_1_Day” and “Prio_2_Day” are
thus present on the signal transmitter 10, with which the
signal box would like to activate both luminous elements
LEU1 and LEU2 at the same time.

As apparent in section “b)” of FIG. 2, only the first lumi-
nous element LEU1 is however still activated by the luminous
arrangement LA in the time interval between the time instants
12 and tl1, this being indicated in FIG. 2 by specitying the
corresponding control command “Prio_1_Day”. Although
activation of both luminous elements LEU1 and LEU2 is
therefore desired on the signal box side, only the first lumi-
nous element LEU1 is activated by the drive device of the
signal transmitter 10, because namely the first luminous ele-
ment LEU1 is used to indicate the lower-order signal aspect.
If control commands for indicating two signal aspects exist,
the signal transmitter 10 will indicate only the lower-order
signal aspect. The higher-order signal aspect is not indicated.

FIG. 2 furthermore shows in section “c” how the acknowl-
edgement to the signal box is performed by way of the signal
box lines L1 and L.2. It is apparent that both an acknowledge-
ment signal with the acknowledgement information
“Prio_1_Day_ok” and also an acknowledgement signal with
the acknowledgement information “Prio_2_Day_ok” is
transmitted by way of the signal box line L1.

It is therefore indicated to the signal box by way of the
acknowledgement signals having both acknowledgement
information “Prio_1_Day_ok” and “Prio_2_Day_ok” that
both the first luminous element LEU1 and also the second
luminous element LEU2 are ready for operation. After receiv-
ing the corresponding acknowledgment signals or after
receiving the corresponding acknowledgement information
“Prio_1_Day_ok” or “Prio_2_Day_ok”, the signal box 20
will shut off the first luminous element LEU1 by way of the
signal box line L by shutting off the signal command
“Prio_1_Day” at time instant t2. Only the control command
“Prio_2_Day” thus still exists at the signal transmitter 10,
said control command being transmitted via the control signal
ST2 from the signal box line [.2. As soon as the control
command “Prio_1_Day” has been switched off on the signal
box side, the drive device 12 according to FIG. 1 will switch
off the first luminous element LEU1 and switch on the second
luminous element, in other words the control command
“Prio_2_Day”, which is transmitted by way of the signal box
line L.2. The corresponding switchover from the first lumi-
nous element LEU1 to the second luminous element LEU2 is
shown in section “b)” in FIG. 2.

After switching over from the first luminous element LEU1
to the second luminous element LEU2, the acknowledgement
signal SR1, which is transmitted by way of the signal box line
L1tothe signal box, is switched off, by the transmission of the
acknowledgement information “Prio_1_Day_ok™ being
switched off.

From time instant t2, only the second luminous element
LEU2 according to the control command “Prio_2_Day” is
thus indicated on the luminous arrangement L A.

Here FIG. 3 shows the mode of operation of the signal
transmitter 10 according to FIG. 1 in the event of an error; it
is assumed here by way of example that the time span, during
which diverging and/or deviating control commands are
transmitted on the two signal box lines [.1 and .2, exceeds a
predetermined maximum duration dtmax.
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It is apparent in FIG. 3 that at time instant t0 the control
command “Prio_1_Day” is transmitted from the signal box
by way of the signal box line [.1, with which control com-
mand the first luminous element LEU1 of the luminous
arrangement LA is to be switched on. Accordingly, the signal
transmitter 10 according to FIG. 1 will also perform the
signaling and switch the first luminous element LEU1 on on
the luminous arrangement LA. The corresponding switching-
on is visualized in section “b)” of FIG. 3 by specifying the
control command “Prio_1_Day”.

The signal transmitter 10 will furthermore send an
acknowledgement signal SR1 with the acknowledgement
information “Prio_1_Day_ok” to the signal box 20 on the
signal box line L1, so that a correct mode of operation of the
signal transmitter 10 is indicated to the signal box 20.

If now at time instant t1 the control signal ST2 with the
control command “Prio_2_Day” is also transmitted via the
signal box line .2 to the signal transmitter 10, it will, as
already mentioned in connection with FIG. 2, initially remain
in a signaling of the first signal aspect by the first luminous
element LEU1. This is indicated in section “b)” of FIG. 3 by
specifying the control command “Prio_1_Day”.

The signal transmitter 10 will accordingly acknowledge
receipt of the control command “Prio_2_Day”, by transmit-
ting the acknowledgement information “Prio_2_Day_ok” to
the signal box on the signal box line [.2. Positive acknowl-
edgement information “Prio_1_Day_ok” and
“Prior_2_Day_ok” thus exists at the signal box 20.

The drive device 12 of the signal transmitter 10 will moni-
tor the time span in which two different control commands
“Prio_1_Day” and “Prio_2_Day” exist at the interface 11 and
will generate an error signal if a predetermined maximum
time span dtmax is exceeded. It is then assumed that this
maximum time duration dtmax is exceeded at time instant t2.
Accordingly, the drive device 12 of the signal transmitter 10
will transmit acknowledgement information “Prio_2_FError”
on the signal box line 1.2, with which the error of excessively
long double signaling which has occurred is indicated to the
signal box 20. Positive acknowledgement information
“Prio_1_Day_ok™ is still conversely indicated on the signal
box line L1 since the luminous arrangement LA still correctly
indicates the first signal aspect by means of the first luminous
element LEU1.

The transmission of the acknowledgement information
“Prio_2_Frror” may ensue for instance because the acknowl-
edgement information “Prio_2_Day_ok™ is switched off. The
signal box 20 namely expects, when transmitting the signal
aspect “Prio_2_Day” via the signal box line [.2, that the
acknowledgement information “Prio_2_Day_ok” is sent
back by the signal transmitter 10 as acknowledgement infor-
mation. If this does not happen, the signal box knows that an
error has occurred.

If the transmission of the control command “Prio_1_Day”
is now terminated at time instant t3, only the control com-
mand “Prio_2_Day” on the signal box line [.2 still exists on
the signal transmitter 10. This control command can be real-
ized immediately by the first luminous element LEU1 being
switched off and the second luminous element LEU2 being
switched on. A switchover is thus carried out from the first
(lower-order) signal aspect to the second (even higher-order)
signal aspect. This is visualized in FIG. 3 in section “b)” by
specifying the signal aspect “Prio_2_Day”.

Once the first signal aspect or the first luminous element
LEU1 have been switched off, corresponding acknowledg-
ment information is transmitted via the signal box line L1 to
the signal box, by the acknowledgement information
“Prio_1_Day_ok” being switched off at time instant t3.
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Since, on account of the switching off of the first signal
aspect, double signaling also no longer exists, an error signal
no longer needs to be transmitted to the signal box by way of
the signal box line [.2. The signal transmitter 10 at time
instant t3 will accordingly transmit positive acknowledge-
ment information “Prio_2_Day_ok” to the signal box line .2,
with which a correct display of the second signal aspect is
indicated with the aid of the second luminous element LEU2.

FIG. 4 shows by way of example the mode of operation of
the signal transmitter 10 according to FIG. 1, if the control
command “Prio_2_Day” for setting the second signal aspect
is transmitted by way of the signal box line [.2 from the signal
box 20 in the time span between time instants t1 and t0. It is
apparent that the signal transmitter 10 executes the control
command “Prio_2_Day” by correspondingly actuating the
luminous arrangement LA, by switching on the second lumi-
nous element LEU2 of the luminous arrangement LA. A
positive acknowledgement by displaying the second signal
aspect takes place by way of the second signal box line [.2
with the aid of the acknowledgement signal SR2, with which
the acknowledgment information “Prio_2_Day_ok” is trans-
mitted to the signal box.

If at time instant t1 transmission of not only the control
command “Prio_2_Day” on the signal box line [.2 but also of
the control command “Prio_1_Night” on the signal box line
L1 is started on the signal box side, the signal transmitter 10
will immediately, in other words already at time instant t1,
switch over from the second signal aspect to the first signal
aspect, since the first signal aspect has a higher priority
because it has a lower order and defines a safer state.

At the same time the signal transmitter 10 will transmit an
error signal to the signal box 20, by transmitting the acknowl-
edgement information “Prio_2_Error” on the signal box line
L2. The signal box 20 is thus notified by the signal transmitter
10 that the display of the first lower-order signal aspect takes
place in “night mode”, although transmission of the second
signal aspect has previously taken place in “day mode”. This
acknowledgement message enables the signal box 20 to
check whether a daytime signaling or a nighttime signaling is
to take place.

The acknowledgement on the signal box line 1.2 takes
place by sending the acknowledgement information
“Prio_1_Night_ok”, because the first signal aspect is actually
shown in night mode on the luminous arrangement LA, such
as corresponds to the control command “Prio_1_Night”.

Once the transmission of the control command
“Prio_2_Day” on the signal box line .2 is terminated at time
instant t2 and only a transmission of the control command
“Prio_1_Night” still takes place, the transmission of the
acknowledgement information “Prio_2_Error” is stopped
and only the acknowledgement information
“Prio_1_Night_ok” is still transmitted, with which a correct
display of the first signal aspect is signaled in night mode.

FIG. 5 shows an exemplary embodiment of an arrange-
ment, in which the signal transmitter 10 is connected to three
signal box lines [.1, 1.2, and [.3 by way of its interface 11 and
is thus connected to a signal box 20 by way of three signal box
lines.

A luminous arrangement LA of the signal transmitter 10
has three luminous elements LEU1, LEU2 and LEU3, which
are assigned in each instance to a predetermined signal
aspect. In this case it is assumed for instance that the first
luminous element LEUT illuminates red and is assigned to the
lowest-order signal aspect, the second luminous element
LEU2 illuminates yellow and is assigned to an average-order
signal aspect and the third luminous element LEU3 illumi-
nates green and is assigned to the highest-order signal aspect.
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The first luminous element LEU1 thus signals a particularly
safe state, the second luminous element LEU2 signals an
average state in respect of safety and the third luminous
element [LEU3 signals a particularly unsafe state, compared
with the two other signal aspects.

The mode of operation of the arrangement according to
FIG. 5 is shown by way of example in FIG. 6. It is apparent
that at time instant t1, a control command “Prio_1_Day” is
transmitted via the signal box line .1 from the signal box to
the signal transmitter 10. With this control command, the
signal transmitter 10 is requested to switch on the first lumi-
nous element LEU1 on the luminous arrangement LA in
order to display the first signal aspect.

Itis apparent in FIG. 6 that the signal transmitter 10 imme-
diately executes the control command “Prio_1_Day”. It is
thus apparent in section “b)” of FIG. 6 that the control com-
mand “Prio_1_Day” is executed on the luminous arrange-
ment LA.

Section “c)” in FIG. 6 shows the acknowledgement which
is transmitted from the signal transmitter 10 to the signal box
20. It is apparent that the acknowledgment information
“Prio_1_Day_ok”, with which the signal transmitter 10 indi-
cates that the luminous arrangement LA or the first luminous
element LEU1 correctly indicates the first signal aspect, is
transmitted on the signal box line [1.

If at time instant t2 a simultaneous transmission of the
control command “Prio_1_Day” and “Prio_2_Day” takes
place, the signal transmitter 10 will further execute the con-
trol command “Prio_1_Day” on the luminous arrangement
LA and will address the first luminous element LEU1, as a
result of which the first signal aspect is indicated. The second
signal aspect, which is called up by the control command
“Prio_2_Day”, is not executed, since the priority of the sec-
ond signal aspect is less than the priority of the first signal
aspect, since namely the second signal aspect is even higher-
order than the first signal aspect.

The acknowledgment information, which is transmitted to
the signal box 20, is shown in section “c)” of FIG. 6. It is clear
in the time period between t2 and t3 on the signal box line .2
that acknowledgement information “Prio_2_Day_ok” is
transmitted to the signal box 20. It is thus indicated to the
signal box 20 that the control command “Prio_2_Day” exists
for indicating the second signal aspect and could be executed
if the first signal aspect was switched off.

It is now assumed by way of example in FIG. 6 that at time
instant t3, a third control command “Prio_3_Day” is trans-
mitted from the signal box 20 via the signal box line L.3. Thus
a total of three control commands exists at the signal trans-
mitter 10, namely “Prio_1_Day”, “Prio_2_Day” and
“Prio_3_Day”. In this case the drive device 12 of the signal
transmitter 10 according to FI1G. 5 will continue the display of
the first signal aspect, which defines the safest state, and will
switch on the first luminous element LEU1. The display of the
first signal aspect is transmitted to the signal box 20 via the
first signal box line L1 by transmitting the acknowledgement
information “Prio_1_Day_ok”.

In respect of the two other control commands
“Prio_2_Day” and “Prio_3_Day”, the signal transmitter 10
will generate error signals and transmit the same to the signal
box 20, by, with the aid of the acknowledgment module 121
according to FIG. 5, the acknowledgment information
“Prio_2_Frror” and “Prio_3_Error” being transmitted to the
signal box 20 by way of the two signal box lines [.2 and 3.
Information thus exists in the signal box 20 such that the first
signal aspect is correctly indicated by the first luminous ele-
ment LEU1. Furthermore, the information exists that two
further control commands exist on the signal transmitter 10,
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which may actually not be the case. In order to eliminate the
error, a warning signal can be generated for instance on the
signal box side, which allows the operating personnel to
examine the signal transmitter 10 or the signal box lines .1 to
L3 for an error.

Inthe exemplary embodiment according to FIG. 6, it is now
assumed that at time instant t4, the transmission of the control
command “Prio_1_Day” is terminated. Only control com-
mands “Prio_2_Day” and “Prio_3_Day” thus still exist.

Since a lower-order signal aspect is transmitted with the
control command “Prio_2_Day” than with the control com-
mand “Prio_3_Day”, the signal transmitter 10 will execute
the signal aspect, which is assigned to the control command
“Prio_2_Day” and arrange the luminous arrangement LA
accordingly. Section “b)” of FIG. 6 shows the corresponding
visualization of the control command “Prio_2_Day”.

The signal transmitter 10 will signal the correct display of
the second signal aspect by sending back the acknowledg-
ment information “Prio_2_Day_ok” via the signal box line
L2 to the signal box 20.

Since the third signal aspect with the third luminous ele-
ment LEU3 could also be indicated, the signal transmitter 10
will also additionally generate acknowledgement informa-
tion “Prio_3_Day_ok” and transmit the same via the third
signal box line L3 to the signal box 20.

If now at a subsequent time instant t5, the transmission of
the control command “Prio_2_Day” is determined, only the
control command “Prio_3_Day” for indicating the third sig-
nal aspect is still present at the signal transmitter 10.

The third signal aspect is indicated by the signal transmitter
10, by the third luminous element LEU3 being activated. The
corresponding signaling is shown in section “b)” of FIG. 6 by
specifying the control command “Prio_3_Day”. The correct
display of the signal aspect is transmitted by acknowledge-
ment information “Prio_3_Day_ok” on the signal box line .3
to the signal box 20.

FIG. 7 shows by way of example an exemplary embodi-
ment of a signal transmitter 10, in which generation of the
acknowledgment information takes place by opening or clos-
ing switches 200, 201, and 202 using the lamp control module
120 of the signal transmitter 10. The three switches 200, 201
and 202 can form the acknowledgement module 121 accord-
ing to FIG. 5.

The generation of acknowledgement information on the
signal box lines [.1, 1.2 and [.3, which each include a forward
conductor and a return conductor, takes place in this case as
follows: if a control command in the form ofa control voltage
U1, U2 and U3 is transmitted from the signal box 20, this is
evaluated by the lamp control module 120. A positive
acknowledgement (cf. acknowledgement signals
“Prio_1_Day_ok”, “Prio_2_Day_ok” and “Prio_3_Day_ok”
in FIG. 6) or execution of the corresponding control com-
mand is indicated by the lamp control module 120, by it
closing the associated switch 200, 201 or 202. By closing the
respective switch, a current flow I1, 12 and 13 is produced,
which indicates to the signal box 20 that the respectively
requested signal aspect or the associated luminous element or
elements is/are or would be ready for operation. A current
flow 11, 12 or I3 thus corresponds to an acknowledgment
signal “Prio_1_Day_ok”, “Prio_2_Day_ok” or
“Prio_3_Day_ok” in FIG. 6.

By opening the respective switch, a current flow 11, 12 or I3
is interrupted so that in the event of a control voltage U1, U2
or U3 switched on by the signal box 20 being signaled thereto,
the respectively requested signal aspect is not available or the
associated luminous element or elements are not ready for
operation or another error has occurred. An erroneous current
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flow 11, 12 or 13 with a switched-on control voltage U1, U2 or
U3 thus corresponds to an acknowledgment signal
“Prio_1_FError”, “Prio_2_FError” or “Prio_3_FError” (cf. FIG.
6) on the respective signal box line [.1, .2 or L.3.

Actuation of the luminous elements LEU1 to LEU3 takes
place immediately, namely by the lamp control module 120
by way of the lamp control lines L.S1 to LS3.

Although the invention was illustrated and described in
more detail by the preferred exemplary embodiments, the
invention is not restricted by the disclosed examples and other
variations can be derived herefrom by the person skilled in the
art, without departing from the protective scope of the inven-
tion.

The invention claimed is:

1. A signal transmitter, comprising:

luminous elements including at least one first luminous

element and at least one second luminous element;

an interface for connecting the signal transmitter to a signal

box; and

adrive device connected between said interface and at least

two of said luminous elements, in an event of a switch-
on signal coming from the signal box for said second
luminous element, said drive device controlling an acti-
vation of said second luminous element in dependence
on a signaling state of said first luminous element.

2. The signal transmitter according to claim 1, wherein a
first signal aspect is assigned to said first luminous element
and a second signal aspect is assigned to said second lumi-
nous element, wherein the second signal aspect is of higher
order than the first signal aspect and wherein a luminous color
of said first and second luminous elements is different.

3. The signal transmitter according to claim 1, wherein in
the event of the switch-on signal coming from the signal box
for said second luminous element, with an already switched-
on said first luminous element, said drive device leaves said
first luminous element switched on and said second luminous
element switched off and said drive device generates an
acknowledgement on said interface, the acknowledgement
indicates to the signal box at least one of an operation or
operational readiness of said first and second luminous ele-
ments, although said second luminous element is still
switched off.
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4. The signal transmitter according to claim 3, wherein said
drive device first switches on said second luminous element,
if said drive device receives a signal from the signal box for
switching off said first luminous element.

5. The signal transmitter according to claim 1, wherein in
an event of a presence of switch-on signals for both said first
and second luminous elements on a signal box side, said drive
device generates an error signal for the signal box for longer
than a predetermined time span.

6. The signal transmitter according to claim 5, wherein said
drive device generates the error signal on a control line on the
signal box side for said second luminous element assigned to
the second signal aspect.

7. The signal transmitter according to claim 1, further
comprising at least one third luminous element for indicating
a signal aspect, an order rating of which lies between that of
the second signal aspect and that of the first signal aspect, and
in an event of a presence of switch-on signals on a signal box
side, said drive device generates an error signal for the signal
box for at least three said luminous elements on said interface.

8. The signal transmitter according to claim 7, wherein said
drive device generates the error signal on all control lines on
the signal box side, on which switch-on signals exist on the
signal box side, with an exception of a control line for said
luminous element, which is assigned to a lowest-order signal
aspect.

9. The signal transmitter according to claim 1, wherein the
signal transmitter allows for daytime and nighttime signaling
and said drive device generates an error signal if a signaling
for daytime and nighttime operation exists at a same time.

10. A method for operating a signal transmitter having at
least two luminous elements and an interface, and is con-
nected to a signal box, which comprises the steps of:

connecting a drive device between the interface and the at

least two luminous elements, in an event of a switch-on
signal coming from the signal box for a second luminous
element assigned to a second signal aspect, the drive
device controlling activation of the luminous element in
dependence on a signaling state of a first luminous ele-
ment.



